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In the following fall, the new peerage was created in continental
form, and Saionji and his brother, Sanenori, were made marquis, while
most political leaders, including Ito, received the title of count.
On February 14, 1885, Marquis Saionji was appointed by His Maj-
esty's Government as Nipponese Minister Extraordinary and Plenipo-
tentiary and was accredited to the Austrian Court in Vienna. He left
Nippon on February 18, and returned home on leave on June 5, 1886.
"Okiku, my dear!"
"Yes, Prince-"
"How do you like our new life?" He laid a small French book on
the mat
"How do you like it, Prince?'*
"Huh, it was worth waiting and longing for, I am contented when
I am with you."
Okiku stopped her fanning and smiled back at him. "I feel the same
way. When you came back from France I thought you would never
leave Nippon again, but you went to Germany with Genro Ito and his
party, and again to Austria as the Nipponese Minister. I hope you don't
have to leave me any more*"
"1 hope not. Sagami also thought the days of my absence were
over. Do you like her?"
"Yes, Prince, she's very kind to me. I hope we'll get along like this
for ever—"
"I'd like to take you over with me, but Sagami wouldn't allow it.
Besides, the diplomatic job is uncertain. Every few years we are
shifted from one place to the other, If it were steady, that is, if I
could stay at one capital several years, I would take you along at all
cost. And Td like to take you around in Nippon, too—"
"But that's the way everybody is promoted, I suppose. Prince***
"That's right, Okiku,"
"Well, then if you have to leave me here, I'll be patient with Sagami
at home and will wait for your return, If I had a baby I could spend
my time with something of you—'*
Saionji beamed again.
"Prince, what did Councillor Ito say about your work at Vienna?"
"Huh, he was quite satisfied with me and with himself, you know,
Okiku. Now he's the first Soridtijin in the so-called cabinet installed in
December 1885, In the following April he annexed the office of Foreign

